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A. INTRODUCTION TO THE POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMME IN 21st 
Century Media Practice 

Welcome 

The new MA in 21st Century Media Practice is a new course developed from the successful and 
established MA in Media Production.In its new form MA in 21st Century Media Practice will retain its 
core of innovative pedagogy based on a set of immersive experiences that engage the students in 
critical making and praxis.( A process by which a theory, lesson, or new knowledge is enacted, 
practiced, embodied, or realised.) The process of making, and reflecting on making is the central core 
of the new program. 

The MA in 21st Century Media Practice will develop its focus on creativity and making with the 
intention of building new expertise in 21st Century media assemblages created with fast developing 
emergent tools. New forms of artefacts that will pose questions of where we currently find ourselves. 
Questions like; do media forms have to be thus and not otherwise? How do we remake media rather 
than consume readymade media forms? The new course aims to be at the forefront of using these 
emergent forms while remaining and demonstrating a critical stance toward them. 

Students joining the course will become part of a community of critical makers that challenge the usual 
division made between the culture of aesthetic creation and the culture of emergent programming. 
Students will be encourage to experiment, develop new forms that take account of the analogue world 
and new digital tools that when placed together infer possibilities that are innovative, raise questions 
and have impact. Students will be given every opportunity to work alongside their peers and tutors on 
work that has meaning and outcomes within the public realm. 

The MA will frame the emergent through actively questioning how we have arrived at current media 
landscapes. How has the dominant become so? What has been passed over, disregarded and buried? 
What are the strategic amnesias of current digital culture? The fundamental stance of the new MA is 
the establishment of a space that encourages a critique of media through making media which are fully 
conversant with new hybrid forms. 

The Media and Communication (MC) Department and Coventry School of Art and Design have a 
strong tradition of developing innovative new courses both at Bachelors and Masters level. The MC 
department (then Communications) offered one of the earliest UK degrees in Communication Studies 
well over 30 years ago.
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B. Educational Aims of the Programme 

The educational aims for the course are in line with the University mission statement, 
which pertain to the Faculty of Arts and Humanities as a whole.  

Specific Aims of the MA in 21st Century Media Practice:  
a) To encourage a socially engaged and creative approach to learning through the process 

of thinking through making digital artefacts; 

b) To equip students with a critical understanding of the nature of digital media within 
contemporary global and local situations as well as within a historical context; 

c) To develop and encourage critical engagement with artistic, theoretical and intellectual 
paradigms appropriate to the area of emergent media; 

d) To foster a detailed understanding of contemporary patterns of, especially digital, 
production and consumption of media and cultural objects; 

e) To facilitate practice based opportunities to make work which demonstrates effective 
manipulation of emerging tools and interfaces; 

f) To develop an understanding of, and practical skills in, a wide variety of research 
methods appropriate to the field of study; 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

On successful completion of the programme a student should be able to: 

• Demonstrate the ability to be able to work creatively, effectively and independently within 
a range of emergent media forms; 

• Demonstrate the skills – technical, creative and organisational – required to function as 
an independent digital media practitioner; 

• Think critically, intellectually and reflexively about the full range of factors that impinge 
upon professional and creative activities within digital media.  
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Knowledge and Understanding 

On successful completion of the programme a student should be able to demonstrate critically 
informed awareness and understanding of  

KU1  create, distribute, contemporary media artefacts in a range of styles and genres, 
appropriate to their specific audience, purpose and intended impact;  

KU2 develop and apply innovative approaches to media practice, to organise, plan, execute 
and evaluate independently conceived and delivered emergent media artefacts;  

KU3    conceive, plan and create contemporary media artefacts that engage with the wider 
social world, which are innovative and which creatively use emergent hybrid media 
forms;   

KU4    construct a critical awareness of the relationship between contemporary media artefacts 
and their socio-cultural, political, industrial and technological contexts;  

KU5    assemble a high level of knowledge and skills in contemporary new media practice; as 
well as the ability to continue to develop new modes of working that take advantage of 
developments within and without the media economy. 

Teaching and Learning KU1-4 

• Integrated approach: lectures, group crits, workshops, viewings and tutorials. 

• Innovation: range of online learning tools supported by online video, key viewings,  creative 
workshops, labs, group and individual crits. 

• Populations: whole class, small groups or individually. 

• Support modes: printed and electronic documents; social media; blogs; audio-visual 
material; key texts, online resources; gallery, installation, event visits; conferences; case 
studies; peer reviews; demonstrations. 

Assessment KU1-4 

• A combination of forms: individual written work, developing online reflective journal, group 
project work, experimentation, thinking through making a wide range of audio visual, online 
artefacts. 

• The production of a Masters project practice based project with critical reflective process 
journal. 

!3



Cognitive (thinking) Skills 

On successful completion of the programme a student should be able to: 

CS1 
Demonstrate the ability to analyse and evaluate the socio-cultural, political, technological and industrial 
factors, which affect the production, distribution and consumption of media products/artefacts; 
CS2 
Utilise and reflect critically upon particular approaches to the interpretation analysis and production of  
moving image, lens based and emergent media /artefacts; 
CS3 
Critically evaluate and utilise appropriate research methods for the collection, evaluation and utilisation 
of their own and other’s findings, for a variety of purposes (including critique, analysis, planning, 
creative research and reflective artefacts); 
CS4 
Demonstrate the ability to formulate and justify a project design and strategy for solving specific media 
tasks; 
CS5 
Demonstrate an ability to understand and evaluate innovative and emergent forms and technologies, 
the implications of uncertainty, change and risk, and complex creative problems using a variety of 
cognitive and reflective processes. 

Practical Skills 

On successful completion of the programme a student should be able to: 

  
PS1     produce practice based media artefacts which are of a masters standard that meets the critical 

approval of their peers (including tutors) and thereby the standards of academic scrutiny; 

PS2     assemble, construct, make an in-depth and sustained project on an area within the fields of 
media construction and emergent forms to a standard appropriate to masters level; 

PS3     undertake primary research using appropriate methods including interviewing, direct 
observation, photography, video and audio recording; 

    
PS4     undertake the production of media and communication artefacts/texts in the fields of moving 

image, sound, social media forms and platforms. 

PS5     use new media forms to publish, distribute, share work through relevant and     emerging 
channels 

Teaching and Learning 

• Integrated approach: lectures, group crits, workshops, viewings and tutorials. 

• Innovation: range of online learning tools supported by online video, key viewings,  creative 
workshops, labs, group and individual crits. 

• Populations: whole class, small groups or individually. 
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• Support modes: printed and electronic documents; social media; blogs; audio-visual 
material; key texts, online resources; gallery, installation, event visits; conferences; case 
studies; peer reviews; demonstrations. 

• Key support mode: experiential learning or undertaking project work defined by a learning 
contract and involving professional/industrial collaboration/liaison – including work 
placement; visiting specialist tips/demonstrations; studio work. 

Assessment 

• A combination of forms: individual written work, developing online reflective journal, group 
project work, experimentation, thinking through making a wide range of audio visual, online 
artefacts. 

• The production of a Masters project practice based project with critical reflective process 
journal. 

Transferable Skills  

On successful completion of the programme students should be able to: 

TS1  
Communicate effectively, in a variety of different media and in response to the needs of a range of different 
contexts (professional, academic, critical analysis.); 

TS2  

Demonstrate effective team work and collaboration abilities (negotiation skills, sustaining good working 
relationships, building teams, etc.) and an understanding of group/team dynamics; 

TS3  

Demonstrate the ability to devise, manage and complete sustained projects - including concept generation 
researching, writing, technical realisation, synthesising and reporting on practical outcomes and/or knowledge 
acquired; 

TS4 

Work independently, managing personal workloads and responsibilities effectively through the identification and 
selection of relevant strategies; 

TS5 
Demonstrate ability to reflect on and monitor own progress and development as an independent learner and an 
emergent creative professional. 

Transferable skills appropriate for graduate studies are embedded throughout the course and also include: 

Critical reflection: self-directed learning forms an element of all modules and the necessity to work within tight 
deadlines is an essential requirement across the curriculum. Students undertake self and peer evaluation within 
many aspects of their studies and this facilitates further skill development within problem solving and 
communication. Reflective practice is embedded in the course through the use of journals and critiques.  

Creative use of technologies: students will be enabled to make full use of information technology. All students 
will utilize new social media and emerging programming tools. In addition, students will have opportunities to 
develop further skills within digital imaging and other creative technologies. This will also enhance presentation 
skills 
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Programme Structure 

Modules

Module 
code

Module title Credits Pre/Co requisite Status

M100MC Critical Media Praxis 
(Semester 1)

30 None M

M101MC Emergent Media Praxis 
(Semester 1)

30 None M

M102MC Sensory Praxis 
(Semester 2)

30 None M

M103MC 21st C Narrative Forms

(Semester 2)

30 None M

M104MC Final Project 
(Semester 3)

60 M

Key M =  Mandatory (i.e. must be studied and passed)
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Programme Structure and Requirements, Levels, Modules, Credits and Awards 

Modules within the programme, their status (whether mandatory or options), the levels at 
which they are studied, their credit value and pre/co requisites are identified in section 20. 

The programme has been designed to fit the University postgraduate framework which 
stipulates that taught masters programmes should consist of 180 credits as follows: 
• Postgraduate Certificate stage: 60 credits 
• Postgraduate Diploma stage: 120 credits 
• Master of Arts stage: 180 credits 

The courses can be studied full-time over three months (Pg Cert), six months (Pg Dip) and 12 
months (MA) or part-time over six months (Pg Cert), 18 months (Pg Dip) and 24 months 
(MA). Students who progress to PgDip or MA stages receive only the highest award for which 
they are eligible when they leave the programme. For all modes of study, the entry point is at 
the start of the autumn term in September. 

Modules are taught over approximately 11 weeks. To enable effective integration between full 
and part time mode of study, and flexibility for students in employment alongside their study, 
formal lecture/seminar/workshop delivery of the courses typically occur over three full working 
days or fewer. Part-time students attend classes with full-time students and consideration is 
given to balancing the time-constraints of Full and Part Time students. Supervisory tutorial 
support for both cohorts is by means of surgery hours and negotiated on a one-to-one basis 
during the year.   

None of the modules on this programme is eligible for condonement. 

Full time study mode 

ENTRY POINT STAGE MODULES CREDITS EXIT POINT 
September PgCert Critical Media Praxis (30) Emergent Media Praxis (30)  
January PgDip  Sensory Praxis(30) 21st Century Narrative Forms(30)  
May MA 21st Century Media Practice Final Project (60)  

Part time study mode 

ENTRY POINT STAGE MODULES CREDITS EXIT POINT 
Year 1 September PgCert Critical Media Praxis (30) Emergent Media Praxis (30) January 
Year 2 January PgDip  Sensory Praxis(30) 21st Century Narrative Forms(30)  April 
Year 2 May          MA 21st Century Media Practice Final Project (60) August 

Progression 
The University regulations apply, together with the following required modules: 
AWARD  
PgCert  21st Century Media Practice Critical Media Praxis (30) Emergent Media 
Praxis (30) Journalism Law and Ethics 
PgDip  Above modules + Sensory Praxis(30) 21st Century Narrative Forms(30) 
MA Above modules +  21st Century Media Practice Final Project (60)  
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14 Support for Students and their Learning 
Student support mechanisms are consistent with the University policies on Equality and Diversity (http://
www.coventry.ac.uk/cu/equality). The University-wide study support for postgraduate students (http://
www.coventry.ac.uk/study-at-coventry/postgraduate-study/supporting-you/) that are relevant to this programme 
include: library resources (http://www.coventry.ac.uk/cu/library); the Centre for Academic Writing (http://
www.coventry.ac.uk/study-at-coventry/student-support/academic-support/centre-for-academic-writing/); the 
Disabilities Office, part of the Welfare and Disability Support http://www.coventry.ac.uk/study-at-coventry/
student-support/health-and-wellbeing/) and in addition there is a Media Department ‘English for Media’ reading 
group which helps international students get to grips with media studies in the English language. 

Reasonable adjustments can be made to the teaching, learning, assessment and support of the course(s) to 
maximise accessibility to students with disabilities in line with the university’s Welfare and Disability Support 
system (http://www.coventry.ac.uk/study-at-coventry/student-support/health-and-wellbeing/). The Ellen Terry 
Media and Arts Building, the base of the programme, has wheelchair access from the main entrance and lift 
access to the first floor rooms. The desks in the newsrooms and the TV studios are designed to take into account 
physical disabilities. The small numbers of students admitted make it easier for staff to support students with 
various forms of disabilities – including non-physical ones. 

Other university-wide support address such areas as: Health and Wellbeing (http://www.coventry.ac.uk/study-at-
coventry/student-support/health-and-wellbeing/); Careers and Employability (http://www.coventry.ac.uk/study-
at-coventry/student-support/enhance-your-employability/careers-and-employability-services/). The University 
also has a dedicated Graduate and Professional Development Centre with various support facilities. There is a 
Subject Specialist Librarian who conducts general and module specific information sessions, teaches library 
research, data retrieval and electronic information sessions on the programme, as well as liaising with the course 
team on the currency of the provision.  

Support is provided at three levels: tutors, research project supervisor/personal tutor and course director. 
Formative feedback is available from tutors during seminars, tutorials and workshops. Summative written and 
verbal feedback is given after the submission of assessments. Additional support is available from skills 
instructors, software demonstrators, technicians, and other staff. Outside scheduled teaching, students will be 
encouraged to use the University’s online learning facilities for correspondence with staff and peers. A surgery 
system operates for pastoral support and referrals are also available through central University’s support system. 
Programme-specific physical resources  

Resources in the Ellen Terry Media and Arts Building include: lecture and seminar rooms; Apple Mac newsroom 
(capacity 19); multi-purpose newsroom (capacity 40 approx); analogue radio studio (6); digital radio studio (6); 
TV studio with gallery (15); media loan shop (with digital audio recorders and manual/digital still/video cameras 
among other equipment). Other facilities in the building include photographic studios, darkrooms and video 
editing suites.The programme also makes use of teaching facilities in the Institute for Creative Enterprise (ICE) 
building. The Media and Communications studio within ICE provides 12 Apple Mac computers in a flexible 
learning space. 

Physical resources directly relevant to the MA MP Programme are located in the Ellen Terry Building and ICE. 
The programme will have a dedicated teaching space on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons and 
evenings during which the regularly scheduled teaching will take place. The programme will also have dedicated 
technical support during these times. PG students on the programme will also be able to benefit from the general 
technical equipment available through the Media Loan Shop (some prior instruction may be required). 

The programme is delivered by blended physical-online learning, but not by distance learning.
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Capability Outlines (from the Code of Practice for Academic and Skills Development) 

Learning to Learn – Students should be ready to accept responsibility for their own 
independent learning. They should also be able to reflect on their learning and appraise their 
capabilities and achievements. Students should also be able to identify their individual needs for 
effective learning. 

Working with Others – Students should be able to work effectively as part of a group, and 
respect the dignity, rights and needs of others. 

Problem Solving and Innovation – Students should be able to use problem-solving skills in 
a variety of practical situations. They should be able to demonstrate creativity, flexibility, 
perception, decisiveness, confidence and an awareness of values. 
Numeracy – Students should be able to interpret, analyse and present numerical data. 

IT and Online Learning – Students should be able to use computer-based systems for learning, communicating, 
collaborating with peers and tutors, and working with data. 

Communication – Students should be able to communicate effectively in appropriate forms in a wide variety of 
situations. 

Career Management – Students should appreciate the values, culture, structure and process of work 
organisations relevant to their area of study. Students should also appropriately match their experience and 
academic achievements to employer expectations. 

Information Management – Students should be able to carry out research relevant to their field of study by 
retrieving and using information drawn from a variety of resources. 

Personal Development Planning – Students should be able to demonstrate self-awareness, set personal goals 
and record achievement.
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